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PSALM © CXXTX, bo 2, 3, 4. 


Many. a time have they afflifted- me 
frommy youth, may 72 now ſay. 


me from 7 ere yet 1205 have 
not dry againſt me. 7. The e plow- 

hl ries upon my bach. they 
made longtherr furrows. The Lord 
1 5 be hath cut _— 


be. wo - food wad Ub. 


* — * 4 


25 ſoon as «hey nord; from the Ea of Ba- 
et been agreed among 
there is very little in 


the Paby i it ſelf to afford us any light. as to this. 


matter: there being but one diſtinguiſhing expreſ- 
lion in it, which can poſſibly give us the leaſt hint, 
towards gheſſing at the time and accaſion of it, vis. 
that their Enemies had not then prevail d Foo 
them. And even that (tho' by prevailing we ſhould, 
underſtand, that their Enemies had not then ever 


4 them away captive z much more if we underſtand 
4 2 1 


Many a time have they affiited 


A Sermon reach P on 11" 


hehe ones ws of his 


; byi it, chat they had not then utterly deftroy'd them, 


and made them ceaſe to be a Nation) is an cxpaeſſion 
of very great katitnde, and naff needs leave ns un- 
der much uncertainty, in our N N as to _ 


point. 
Wherefore, not fo ſpend: your 9 Fruirdelly i in 
groundſets and vain rſquiſttions, I Hall only ob- 


terve to you, that it ts E all hands, that 
this Pſaum was made, when ſome New Cafamity 


threacn'd the Feueſe Nation: and that ir iS plain, 


from the Words of the Yſalm it ſelf, that it was 
deſign'd, both for a general Recognition of God's 


manifold Mezcies to his People che Zews, in ſup- 


parting, Cling, and preſerving them, ſo often 
as he had oo againſt NS Ake and Violences 
of their Enemies (who, from their m fromthe 
time that they Ag to be a people: from the time 
they were in Boy 


call d in Genes - Trees youth: had, almoſt con- 
tinually, grievonſty molefted;afiited, and . 


them, and often reduc'd them to very 2 
and Miſeries) and alſo, for a Præyer to God Been. 
time this his Mercy to them for the future, to dif- 
aint and blaſt alf the Conſpiracies and Marhine- 
11 9 fhould from that time forward be 
inſt them; and probabfy thoſe more eſpe- 


they were under apprehenfions and 


frars of. at age th of compoſing this Pan. 
And, upon all thefe accounts this Pſalm is ex- 
cremelf well fitted for the occafton of our — 
meeting: which is to give thanks to God 
ntanifo fl Deliverances from our Enemies (who 
have many a time 295 d us) more 17 thoſe 


pr and came de of bo, which is 


e eee hins fill = 


13 
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- &h _ & :-65 © 


e November 


1 der mighty Protrri our, and jo to eatter o our Eee 
1 s, who delight in blaad, and confound their de. 
— that they may never prevail againſt us: more 
particularly: at this time, when we are engag'd in 
2 War, with a great and formidable Enemy, who 
. lates our Siam, and would fain be Obes.» upon our 


ale, and making lang his furrows. 
t But chiefly are we met together, to give thanks 
JL» God for our puff Deliverances: therefore. 


„ar is what] 2 chiefly inſiſt upon 
ul beſides, the doing this worthily is it ſelf a 
Prayer to God, far his future favonr. And, that 

ve may nat fail of doing it fo, I have made choice 
of the farmer pant df this Fſulm, for the words of 
my Tents. which (ems to.contain in it all that can. 
paſſibly be necallary, #0 excite in ms a moſt n | 
aud jongre Thankſgiving 10 God: 8 ſtin 
to us, in. a Caſe very pardllel to our on, a full 
nificant — the 22 
gars, which we havr been under from our 
mies, and the continual injuries, oppreſſions and 
auctions, which we have ſufferd from them; and 
lo, of che Infinite Snadnefs of God, 1 in aeliver- 
1 at out wf ren mall. _ 

d ball -make the following Heads 


accardiogly. 
{which I think are all naturally doducible from the 


wurde af Text, as tothe -occafion of: 
Ul — - hs 1. — Lhope, will uke 


for our imeditations 


ys * 
e ae Aang of wy prefenc Di. 


ſe. 

Top. _ Reſtleſs and almoſt continual Phtrand 
abe Raman, againſt our moſt exrel- 
28 


, evor ſince · our Refor- 
mation 


— 


— 


A Sermon preachid on the 


mation from the Errors and Corruptions of the 
Church of Rome. Many à time have they afflified 
me | ar youth, may Iſrael now ſuanxg. 
econdly. The Barbarous and Inhuman Cruelties, 
which they have exercis'd toward us, when the 
have had us in their power; intimated in thoſe 
words: The plowers plow'd upon my back, they made 
Hang #beir furrows: tf 0 96 JH 
Laſtly. The Many Deli veranres, which God hath 
graciouſly vouchſaf'd us, from al theſe Plots and 
Attempts, out of all theſe Barbarous and Inhuman 
Cruelties, They have not prevail'd againſt us: but 
the Lord hath cut aſunder the cords of the wicked 
Firſt. The Reſtleſs and almoſt continual Plots and 
Attempts of the Romaniſts, againſt our moſt excel- 
lent Church and Conſtitution, ever ſince our Re- 
formation from 'the Errors and Corruptions of 
the Church of Rome. Many à time 3 af- 
 futted me from my youth, may Iſrael now ſay: I ſaj, 
ſince our Reformation: becauſe this is what we 
Proteſtants are mainly concern d to conſider, and 
therefore, probably what the Compilers of the Ol 
fice for this Day chiefly. aim'd at, in theſe words: 
as alſo, becauſe this will afford full asmuch matter, 
as the bounds of my preſent Diſcourſe will admit. 
For otherwiſe, it were very eaſy to ſhew how, fot 
ſome hundred years before the Reformation, the 
Pope and his Adherents had been very troubleſome 
to this Nation, and the cauſe of a great deal 


Strife, Rebellion, War and Bloodſbed, in it; as I nul 


have occaſion to hint often in my following Dif 
PP ĩ˙ A [5 OE 

But firſt I muſt be careful to prevent my being 
miſtaken, as if I had here ſpoken of the * 


- 0 
. ↄßf½ ̃½̃ . . % q !. ]¾ ‚0p > a Le; r ö „ 4 
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4 ww _nxnw> 


* 


* "_ * 


to miſtake me in. Let them know therefore, once 
for all, that by youth here I mean the beginning 
of our Reformation, and not the beginning of our 
Church; which, as National, is probably as old as 
the Apoſtle's time, or at leaſt very little younger: 
as Chriſtian, as it now ſtands in reſpect of all the 
Eſſentials of a Chriſtian Church, as old as Chri- 


. fianity it ſelf. And this has been ſo often, and ſo 


ſubſtantially made out, that one would wonder 
with what Face the Romaniſts can ask us, as they 
are ſo apt to do, that impertinent queſtion, here 
was your Church before Luther? But, to return to 
my Subject. FF 

Whoever conſiders how very dangerous and per- 
nicious many of the Principles, Poſitions and Pre. 
tenſions of the Court and Church of Rome are, to the 
Peace and good Government of Chriſtian Nations 
in general. Such as theſe; That the Pope is Su- 
preme Lord of all Princes, Kings and Emperours, 
That they hold their Principalities, Kingdoms and 
Empires of him, and are ſubject to him: That they 
are liable to be depos d by him (to whom God has 
given power over all Nations and Kingdoms, to 
pluck up, deſtroy, ſcatter and bring to ruin“) and to 
have their Subjects abſolvd from all manner of 
Bonds of Allegiance to them, and their Dominions 
difposd of to other Perſons, as the Pope ſhall 
think fit: That they have no Power over any Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Perſons, within their Dominions (not 
ſo much as to puniſh them for crimes purely Civil, 


or to levy the leaſt Tax upon them, for the neceſ- 


lary ſupport of their Government) without the 
Pope's 


tions as the youth of n Church of England; 2 
point, which all the Romaniſts will, be very forward 


6 


8 . 


4 ry ; a6 yo 1 * 1 7 , 
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— — 


n Title to all the Duminions of our Soveremn: | 


Murders committed upon the Perſons and Govern- th 


—— — 


Pope's leave: That the Pope may auchorize theit 


f 
on Subjects to depoſe them, war againſt then q 
and, if ie Man be 10 novdful, co murcher chem: nap, i * 
that he may pronounce all this meritorious, and en- 
egurage it with plenary Indulgence and Pardon of © 
all their Sins, and yet further (oh Blaſphemy to il * 
ſpeak!) with Promiſes of a very tranſcendent re- 
ward, in the Riel of Heaven, r. l 

. 

d 


- Whoever reflects upon the horrid practiſes of 
te Pope and his Haberenty, in the ſeveral Empires 
Kingdoms, and Principalities of Chriſtendom, ex- 
x 


* 


agreeable to the foremention'> Principler, i 
and Pretenſions: His actual depoſing ma- Ml © 
ny Princes, Kings and Emperours, and giving 


away their Dominions to Others: His ſtirring up O 
foreign Princes to in vade and conquer their Coun- Bi ©: 
tries: His forbidding their Subjects, under pain of 0 


Dumnatien, to. aflift, obey, or regard them: Nay, ll 
his. commanding them to make Inſurrections and ll © 
Rebalions againft them, and in all paſſible ways, in 
to diſtreſs, drive them ont of their Dominions, 

deſtroy and Kill chem: His Canonizing of Tray Bll "* 
wrs, and making a ſer Speech in Commendation of 
of a Regieide; and the many actual Out and b 


ments of Princes, in conſequence and upon the 
encouragement of theſe Examples and Proceed- 
ings, Gr. | 

More particularly, whoever confiders, long be- 
fore the Reformation, the Pope's pretended Right 


his hanghvy and ryrannical Treatment of many of 
oor Kings: his actual Depofition of one of them, 
and difpatal of his Crown to a — 

. be 


VL 8 SSIS n r 7 ** 5 
* 8 5 — 
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frequent troubles which he gave theſe Realms, by 
Interdiits, Excommunitations, Obtruſions of | 
of Fidelity to his See, upon our Kings and Bi- 
Pops, exorbitant demande of Money from our Prin- 
ces and Eccle/iaftirsy, Exemptions of our King's 
Eccleſiaſtical Subjects, from their Furdſaittion, &. 
But above all, whoever conliders the Principle 
of the Church of Rome, in reſpect of Hereties (foch 
2s they conſtantly count us, and every Year er. 
communrcate us as ſuch, upon Mamnday Thurſday) 
as that there is no Faith to be kept with them: 
that it is meritorious to extirpate and deſtroy them: 
that their Goods may lawfully be taken away 
from them: that Heretical Princes are, co nun 
& ipſo facto, for that very reaſon, actually with- 
out any judicial Proceſs, depriv d of their Kiag- 
doms: and that Subjects, not only may, but are 
indipenſably oblig d, under Peril of their Souls, 
to * an Heretical Prince, and to force him 
from his Dominion over Chriſtian Men, Ge. 
And whoever adds to this, the mare than ardi- 


nary hatred that the Romaniſts have to the Chur 


of England, above any other Reform Church ; as 
having been, before Reform'd, the moſt gainful to 
them of any, and conſequently the greateſt loſs | 
them, when ſeparated from them! as being the 
beſt Reform' d, and confequently leaſt liable to their 
Objections of wy; and as being every way ſtrong- 
et in Power, Wealth and Learning, and-conle 
quently the beſt able every way, not only to 4e. 
nd it Self and Others, but likewiſe to annoy the 
Romaniſts, by making their abominable Corruptions 
of the true Chriftign Faith, and yet more abomina- 
ble Corruptions of true Cri Praftice appear, 
5 2 to 


27 4 * 7 1 
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to their everlaſting diſgrace, in their true and pro- 
per Colours, to all Mankind; as, ever ſince the 
Reformation, it has often and effectually done. 
Whoever, I ſay, puts all theſe Things together, 
will be eafilycindac'd to believe, even — he Ml 1 
comes to inquire into matter of fact; that the R. 
maniſts have been, from the very beginning of the t 
Reformation, inceſſantly contriving and endeavour- f 
ing to undermine, blow up (proper words I am ſure 
on this Day) and utterly deſtroy our moſt excellent t 
and Conſtitution. oO 
And fo far will he be from finding himſelf de. M 4 
ceivd in his preſumptive belief, by a cloſe inſpe- h 
ction into matters of Fact, that, on the contrary, P 
| he will be, beyond all ſhadow of doubt, fix'd and $1 
| : confirm'd by it. 1 1 ; 
No ſooner did Henry the eighth away the MI he 
leaſt Inclination to ſhake off the Pope's Yoke, Ml to 


but immediately the Pope ſent his Brief to King Si 
James the firſt of Scotland, inciting him to ca 
make War upon him, and declaring him a Rebel {1 
and convict of Leze Majeſty, or Treaſon, for that Cr 
he had riſen againſt him who was his Lord. Soon Ml 2½½ 
+1 (8 after, the Pope and Cardinal Pool inſtigated divers 77 
| Princes in Chriſtendom to invade England, and thc Wl the 
| Pope actually ſent Aſſiſtance to the Scorch, again WM /i; 
| our King. And theſe proceedings, no doubt, gave peo 
| great encouragement to the Commotions, which f 
3 happen'd afterwards, in ſeveral parts of the King - aga 
dom: and particularly to that deteſtable Corilp!- Il ſon 
racy of the King's own Subjects, to Jepo/e bin, Pur 


and ſet up Cardinal Pool in his ſtead. inte 

Moſt of the troubles of the next Reign were fary 
owing to, or at leaſt very much inflam'd by mh thei 
Sf 111015 


9 


Fifth of November. 


— if. 


Prieſts of thoſe times, and ſuch other zealous aber- 
tors of the Pope's Supremacy, and other points of 
Popery.. - „ „ : 
In Queen Marys days, we all know, the Church 
was ſorely perſecuted, and the moſt able Defenders, 
and-moſt Illuſtrious Ornaments of it, condemn'd 


to Death, and executed by Fire and Haggot, for its 


fake. | 


All che: World has heard of the E ae. 


ther infamous, Bull of Pope Pius the fifth, againſt. 
Queen Elizabeth, wherein he excommunicates and 
damns her and all her Adhærents; deprives her of 
her pretended Royal Right, and all her Dominion, 
Dignity and Privilege whatſoever : abſolves all her 
Subjects from Allegiance to her, nay commands and 
forbids them all to dare to give any Obedience to 
her, and gives away her Kingdom and Dominions 
to Philip the ſecond King of Spain. And this, as 
Sir Francis Walſmgham tells us, was the chief oc- 
caſion of that War againſt her in the North, of 
ſeveral Traiterous Conſpiracies to take away her 
Crown and Life, and laſt of all, of the great H- 
1 Invaſion. And, during her whole Reign, Po- 
tiſh Emiſſaries were ſent into England, to defend 
the Pope's Power, and proceeding by his Unchri- 
tian Bull: and to poyſon the minds of her Leige 
people, and alienate their AﬀeCtions from her, by 
falſe and impudent Suggeſtions and Inſinuations 
apainſt her; nay even their Sacred Rite of Confe/- 
ſon it ſelf was made uſe of for theſe abominable 


E Purpoſes, and Treaſon and Rebellion were inſtilled 


into the minds of People, inſtead of. thoſe necei- 


 fary Chriſtian Duties of Submiſſion and Obedience to 
What 


their lawful Governours. 


—_—_ 


7 RM 


A Sermon preach d on th 


What endeavours did the Romanifts uſe (Pepe 
Clement the eighth by his Bulls, and the Priecfts 


and other his Creatures, by the Influence which 


they had over any of the Subjects of Englaud) to 
hinder King Fames's Acceſſion to our Throne? And, 
when they found that that would not do, they im- 
mediately contriv'd a deſperate Deſign, for ſeizing 
the King and Prince Henry his Son, even before 
his Coronation. W hich failing likewiſe, they ſoon 
contriv d another, which they thought it was not 
poſſible ſhould miſcarry, the Gwnpowaer Treaſon Plot. 
A Plot ſo baſe, fo barbarenus, ſo devilifh in all its 
Circumſtances (as I ſhall have occaſion preſently 


to ſhew) as hardly any Age or Hiſtory can paral- 


lel; and withal fo cunningly contriv'd, fo ſecretly 
carry d on, ſo — encourag d by thoſe, 
who pretend to have the Keys of Heaven in their 
keeping: that had not the ſpecial Providence of 
God interpos d for its diſcovery z We, in all pro- 
bability, had not been here this day to worſhip 


God in the pure rep of the Cherch of England: 


nay perhaps, the Reformation all over Enrope had 


| been, long before this time, rooted up and de- 
ſtroy'd. 1 5 | 


In King Charles the firſt's Reign, when the Pa- 
piſts boalt moſt of their Loyeity (and when, to do 
them right, many of them did ſhew themſelves 
better than the Principles of their Religion, in this 
reſpectʒ; oh that they would do fo in many 3 
even then, I ſay, we are not to learn, who: 
fomented the War in Scotland, even an Holy Cu- 
dinal: who inflam'd the Froubles of Ireland, by 2 
moft horrid Maſſacre of the Proteſtants : who con- 
dpir'd co take away the King's and Archlibop s Life, 

TY” ; "I 
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in England: who ated among the Rebels in Dif- 
guiſe : who kept a Council at London, & tranſmit- 
ted Intelligence to Rome, and by whom it was re- 
ſolyv d, that the King's death was for the good of the 
Catholic Cauſe : Laſtly, who ſubmitted to, courted 
and fawn'd upon, the Uſurp'd Powers, and gave 
them to underſtand that they might be much ſurer 
of them, than of the Prelatic hays + 5 
All the Reign of King Charles the ſecond, how 
were we continually alarm'd with Fears and Ap- 
rehenſions of Popiſh Conſpiracies ? What ſhrewd 
2 Circumſtances, at leaſt, were there, that 
the * * had had a hand in the Firing of Lon- 
an? What plain proof of their deſigns upon the 
King's Life, and the Subverfion of our Religion 
and Government 4 And when, at laſt, that unhap- 
py Prince began to open his Eyes, and ſee the 
Danger which be was in from them: A ſudden, 
ſeaſonable death for them, not very like a natural 
oe, ſeal'd: up his Eyes for ever. | 
I need ſay very little of the next Reign; Popery 
and Arbitrary Government were then bare-facedly 
forcing themſelves in upon us: and this Learned 
Body eſpecially, as. alfo her Siſter of Oxford, had 
their Rights, Liberties, Properties, and above all 
their moſt Holy Religion, invaded with fo much 
Violence; and were put into ſuch imminent danger 
of loſing all, that was moſt dear and valuable to 
them: that it would be a ſevere and intolerable 
Reflexion upon us, to ſpeak, as if we had the leaſt 
need to be reminded of that tine. | 
King William's Reign was one conſtant ſtruggle 
anſt Popery and Arbitrary Government, both 
gerouſly threatned by, a zealous Bigot to _— 
| | the 


— 
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the French King. And, when the Papiſts found 


that they could not be too hard for him, in open 
Combat; how pitifully, how baſely did they con- 


trive a ſecret Aſſaſſmation ? How diſhonourably did 
the French King deny his Right and Title to the 
Crown, which for a preſent convenience he had 


.own'd: and ſet up, and maintain a pretended Prince 


againſt him? 155 
And even now, in the happy Rezgn of our Gra- 
cious Queen, how zealouſly 1s the ſame pretence 


kept up, and the hopes of the Popfh Party here 


buoy'd up with it? How vaſtly doth the number 
of Popiſß Prieſts, thoſe ſure fore-runners of Mir. 
chief increaſe daily? What more than ordina 

care has been taken of late, to reprint o Popi 
Books : ſet forth new Ones: to give pretended An. 


ſchers to the Writings of our moſt eminent Di- 


vines againſt Popery : to draw Schemes of Catholic 
Unity; and, in one word, to uſe all means chat 
they dare, to ſeduce Her Majeſties Subjects from 
their Religion, and then, by neceſſary conſequence, 
from their Duty and Allegiance to Her? 

To what has been ſaid, I ſhall only add the &. 
cret Arts, that the Romaniſts have always usd, to 


dic ide us amongſt our ſelves; by keeping up, ever: 


ſince the Reformation, a pretence of the neceſſity 
of a yet farther and purer Reformation, and there- 
by hindring us (oh that our Diſſenters would be 
ſo wiſe, as to ſee and diſappoint this their contri 
vance) from uniting upon one Bottom. By creep- 


ing into the Aſ/emblies of our Difſenters, nay even 


into their Pulpits, and there blowing the Coals of 


Contention, between them and the Church of 


England, & c. But I fear, I have been too long 
| already 
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already upon this Head, and therefore haſten to 
Second, The barbarous and inhuman Cruelties, 
which the Nomaniſts have exercis'd towards us, 
when they have had us in their Power; intimated 
in theſe words, The plowers plow'd upon my back, 


they made long their furrows. And here, when we 


reflect upon what has been juſt ſaid, concerning 
the principles of the Romaniſts, in reſpect of their 
dealings with Heretics, and their more particular 
hatred of us Enghiſh Heretics, above any other: as 


alſo, upon their barbarous uſage of Princes, depo- 


ing ſome and murdering others; and withal caſt 
our Eyes abroad into other parts of the World, 
indeed almoſt into all parts of it as well Pagan 
as Chriſtian, and ſee what unheard of Cruelties 
they have there exercisd, more eſpecially upon 
thoſe of the Reform'd Religion; we cannot expect 
to find but that their ufage of us, when they have 
had us in their Power, has been barbarous and in- 
human enough of all Conſciencde. 
And fo our Hiſtories and Martyrologies do abun- 
dantly prove it to have been: ſo the helliſd deſign 
of this = ſo our own too convincing experience, 
in à late Ss do plentifully vouch for it. 

But I need ſt upo | 

Mary's bloody Reign; the hardly to be parallel'd 
Iriſh Maſſacre ; the Invaſion of all our Rights Sa- 
cred and Civil, in the Reign of a late Prince, and 
the haſty ſteps that were then taken, towards the 
utter Ruin and Deſtruction of all the Proteſtants 
of theſe Kingaoms are full well known and, I 
hope, will never. be forgotten. But the Maſter- 
piece of even Popiſ# * it ſelf ( had it 8 — 


not inſiſt upon theſe Things. Queen 


— 
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. and we are not to thank the Romani/ts that it did 
not) would have been the Conſpiracy of this day: 
which deſign'd, at one blow, to have cut off our 
Prince and whole Royal Family, all our Nobility, 
Spiritual and Temporal, the flower of our Commons, 


and ſo far to have involv'd the reſt in war and 


bloodſhed: that Root and Branch, had it ſucceed- 
ed, muſt have been the word; and the whole Eng- 
Ii Church and Engliſh Government muſt have been 
bury'd in one common Grave. „ 
Oh the more than inhuman, the even Diaboli- 
cal deſigns of theſe Men! I ſay ſtrictly and a 
perly Diabolical; for ſurely none but that malici- 
ous Spirit the Devil, who had before deſtroy'd 
all Mankind in the Loyns of their Fore-father, 
could ever have been capable of forming ſuch a 
deteſtable Deſign as this, of cutting off a whole 
Church and Nation at one blow. Bleſſed Feſu that 
ever thy moſt beloved name (a name of Peace, and 
Charity and uni verſal Salvation) ſhould be made 
a cover for fuch horrid Villainies as theſe! That 
ever thy Holy Religion, the natural Fruits of which 
are love, joy, peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſs, kind- 
neſs, &c. Should be made: e fo 
Maſſacres, Treaſons, Rebellions, Slaughters of whole 
Kingdoms, what not. That ever mankind, 
who are ſo excellently well fitted for one another's 
mutual aſi/tance, relief and comfort, ſhould become 
beaſts of prey, and, inſtead of helping and ſupport- 
ing, bite and devour each other. But let us pals off 
from this #e/ancholly Scene, to a much more plea- 
fing one, Vis. | | 


Laſtly, The many Deliverances which God hath 


graciouſly vouchſaf d us, from all theſe Plots and 


Attempts, 


ea pretence for Perſecutions, 
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Aitempts, out of n II theſe Adios — inbuman 
Cruelties of our Enemies: They have not prevail d 
ainſt us, hut the Lord hath cut aſunder the cords 


| of the wicked, Of all the numerous Plots and Ae. 


ſempts of the Romani/ts, which I have had occa- 
ſion to mention, but very few have ſucceeded at 
all, and thoſe too but for a very ſhort time: not 
one of them entirely, and, as they doubtlefs de- 

ſign d, for our utter ſubverſion and ruin. AndI 
dare ſay that, in this place, I need not ſpend any 
time in proving, that it is owing to the Divine Pro- 
vidence, that they have not fueceeded. However 
there are three of them more eſpecially, in our 
Deliverance from which the band of Divine Provi- 
dence did fo remarkably appear, that I fear I ſhould 


| be thought too regardleſs of the finger of God, if 


I ould not take particular notice of them. And 
they are, the Spaniſh Inva/ion, the Gunpowder Plot 
of this day, and #he Arbitrary proceedings . and 
threatning * of a late Reign, our deliverance 
from which did likewiſe begin, as on this day. 

As to the Spaniſh Iuvæſion, I need ſay no more 
of it, than what the Admiral of their own (to all 


humane a ances, as it was then ſtyl'd, is uinci- 
ble) Armado, and their own King ſaid of it; when 


they aw how unexpectedly God had made the 
wind and ftorms to. fulfill his word, in the ſcatter- 
ing and breaking of their Navy: The firſt, im- 
piouſly and prophanely, that he fear d Fefus Chriſt 
was turn Zan the latter, with a more be- 
coming ſenfe of God's over-ruling Providence in 
this Aﬀair, that he did not ſend his Fleet to fight 
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The Gunpowder Treaſon was a Plot ſo much out 
of the way, and above the Man, reer 


ſions of any honeſt- minded Man, nay even of any 
ordinary Proficient in Villany: and/ it was con- 
triv d and carry d on in ſuch a ſecret and inviſible 
way, brought ſo very near to effect, and yet at 
laſt diſcover d in ſo very odd a manner (by a Let- 
ter directed by the Conſpirators to one of their own 
Religion, and that too ſo dark and uncertain, that 
the Perſon to whom it was directed, could make 
nothing of it (which perhaps if he could have 
done, it had prevented its being inſtrumental in | 
the diſcovery) and yet ſo immediately wnriddled | 
and fully explain'dy as it were by ſome ſecret In- | 
ſpiration, by our then Gracious Sovereign, whom 
it moſt nearly concern'd) that we mult be very 
ungrateful and injurious to the Divine Providence, 
if we will not acknowledge That to have contriv'd : 
and e about this frain of happy Circum- | 
| | 


ſtances, for our Deliverance. . Eſpecially conſi- 
dering, that one of the Conſpiratours themſelves t 
own'd that the diſcovery was more than humane, a 
k and, tho' his wicked heart would not let him give 
God the glory of it, aſcrib'd-it to the Devil. 7 
Then, for our late happy Revolution, it was v 
wrought for us, in a way ſo full of wonder and a- ſc 
ftoniſhment; ſa directly contrary to our Enemies 2 
expectations, and ſo much above our own: with ſo. nc 


little difficulty and oppoſition, ſo little effuſion 75 
of Chriſtian blood: in ſo ſhort a time, and yet in 02 
ſo perfect a manner (tranſlating us, as it were in de 
a moment and all at once, from a State of fear and an 
almoſt deſpair, as to the enjoyment of our Libertie WM by 
Properties, Lives, and above all our Religion, into co 


an 


an abſolute fecurity; as to all thleſe) that whoeyer 


But I am un * to tire your patience, eſpetial- 
12 


: and ſhHall therefore chooſe ra- 


not but learn from hence, what judgment ue ought 
to make of their Religion, and how. fearful” we 
ought to be of being 'ſedut'd to it. A Religion in- 
deed, which out wurdly bears the name of Chriſtian, 
and pretends to deſerve that of moſt Chriſtian: 
but which inwardly and really, when follow'd ac- 
cording to the rigour' of its Principles,” has ey 

; | | Iittle 
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little of the true Spirit of Chriſtianity in it (that 
bleſſed Spirit, which never fails to excaurgge and 
promote Peace and Love and wniverſal Beneficeuce) 
but, on the contrary, a great deal af that Anti- 
chriſtian Deviliſu Spirit, which breaths forth no- 


thing but Revenge, Malice, Emuy, Anger, Hatred, 


War, Blooaſhed; Confuſion and Deffructian. 
And, from the ſame conſideration of the greatueſ. 
of the Daxgers which we have been in, and the cruel 


 Sufferings which we have undergone, from the Ro- 


manui/ts : we learn how, duely ta eſtimate our . 


Deli verances from them; as Deliverances, not from 


trivial and common Evils and Afflictions, but from 
the moſt terrible and dreadful ones, that can well 
be imagin'd: and conſequently Deliverances, which 
call loudly upon us, for the utmaſt joy, mal grate 
ful Acknowledgments, and moſt hearty T bankſgiv- 
But chiefly, we learn from hence to watch, and 
be uon 0ur guard, and uſe our utmoſt endeavours 10 
prevent the defigus of the Ramauiſts againſt us, for 
e Since, as appears from what has been 
„they have been from time to time continually 
Teen and cantriuing our ruin, and that too upon 
Principles: and ſince their Principles are ſtill the ſame; 
we have a great deal of reaſon ſtill to fear the lame 
ill deſigns and ili uſage from them. And conſequent- 
ly it cannot but be highly reaſonable for us, to 
make, the moſt prudent proviſion, which we can 
inft them. And not againſt them only, but againſt 


II others alſo who like them, have been wont to 
turn Religion iuto Rebellion, aud Faith into Faction; 


againſt all, I ay, by what Name fever they are 
calld, who maintain the ſame Seditious Prima 
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15 5 i "Goverment, and have been 
fame Treaſonable Fractires of Dep and Muy- 
dering Prins, with them. And, in order to this, 
three things more eſpecially ſeem to de wereflarp 
25 our affairs ſtand at preſent. 

Firſt, To beware of H br our ſobues 3 
for theſe naturally tend to weaken us, and to lay us 
open to the deſigns and aſſaults of our Common E- 
y. And the edel way which we can poſſibly 
take to prevent theſe is, er all Parties and diffe- 
rent Sers amongſt us, to give each other all man- 
ner we rh that i * — can be _ 3 
their fidelity and ſte. neſs to our preſent 
tution, as Napp P ablißed both in Church and 
Kare. Without wy we _ neceſlarily 75 _ 
vith perpetual itrons, fealouſies 2 ears of 
one another, Cs Natural Effects of theſe, 
Diftraftions and Confafions z and with this, I think, 
— pon as we have o es thar can. pot 

ove an our t can 
fibly be defied”. Nat 

And Oh! that a deep lente of the Gager; which 
ve are in at preſent from the Common Enemy, 


might be an Argument to all our ſeveral forts of 


Diſenters, (I could with alſo t 4 Proteſtants in 
general) to anite in one common bottom, the Church 
if England. How much it would be for our Inte- 
reft 8 #nite ſome where, we are all fenſible. And 
vhere can we be fo likely ever to unite, as in that 
Church, which muſt be own'd by all to be the Head 


of the Proteſtant Intereſt: to have nothing wnlaw-. 


ful, but a great ot © things 'very excelent, in its 
5 and which has abundantly more ſuf- 


"ages of all Parties and Denominations of Prote- 
ftants 


ary oN 
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ad which makes it yet "wed more e it is a 


* ſecurity to that moſt important Life too, 


we all, with ſo much reaſon, earneſtly wif 
and pray for the long long continuance of. We are 
all ſure abundantly convinc'd by our own late ex 


rience, as well as y the reaſon of the thing it elf, : 
how impoſſible it is for us to be in any manner of 


ſafety, under the Government of a Popiſb Prince : 


and therefore methinks, we cannot bot be firmly 


reſolv d and united againſt ſuch an one; eſpecially 
one, that muſt bring a French Power along ax 
him, and has been all along educated a} 


according to the French Model. But ſure I ſhall pt | 


need to inſiſt any longer upon this Point, which 
ve are all oblig d, by the fri ſtrifteſ es of Lat 
and Salem Oaths, nay, and if we rſtand out 
own Intereſt, by that too, to be true to. 

Theſe things f we are careful to do, I make no 
doubt (conſidering the Glorious Sucreſſes; with 
which, God has been pleas d hirherto to bleſs the 


Arms of -our Gracious Sure and Her Allies, 


the common E the encouragement 
which he has her given us to Hope for his future 
favour : eſpecially if we take this ready way to ob- 
tain it, by: doing what we cm for our ſelues,) but 


that we ſhall be able, not only to hinder our com- 


mon Enemy from prevailing ag Ain #s, but even ſo 
far to prevail againſt him, as ſhall be for the good 


of our Common Cauſe, which is all that we de 
re. 


' Secondly, Has Ged done all theſe g eat Things 
es 


for us, wrought all theſe Glorious anc 
our Church and Government, whereof we rejoyce? 
Let us chen be fare 0 —— a. 


Praiſe 
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when their wrath was kindled againſt us. Bleſſed 


Lord, who made Heaven and Earth. + 


giving to God, and a very acceptable part too) re- 


- Praiſe and Thankſgiving , for the fame; ſaying, 1 
both in our publick and private Devotions, with 
our Hearts as well as with our Voices: Not unto : 


us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto iby name give 
glory, for thy mercy and for thy iruth's ſake; for if fl * 
the Lord had not been on our fide, when Men roſe 
up againſt us; they had ſwallow'd us up quick, 


be the Lord, who hath not given us over, apy il . 
unto their teeth. Our help is in the name of the ” 


— 


And let us (which is one part of our Thankſ: - 


member with honour and gratitude Him, whom God 


was pleas d to make his chief n in one of = 
our Great Deliverances, 5 as on this day, our Bi 
late Sovereign of Glorious Memary; at leaſt let us ö 


forbear, as the cuſtom of ſome Men is, to ſpeak ill 
of him, even for his Delrverance of us. How 


meanly ſoever ſome Men may now give themſelves 


leave to think and ſpeak of his part in this Deli. 
verance: there was a time, we may well remember, 
when every good Proteſtant and true Engl:/o-man 
Jpoke, and therefore we ought in Charity to hope 
ought, quite otherwiſe of it; and would have 
been willing to have purchas'd the Happy effects of 
r ain get ot von 
And, above all, let us look upon the Goodneſs 
of God, in his repeated deliuerances and continud 
preſervation of our Church and Government, as 2 
Taken. of his approbation and good liking of them: 
and conſequently a moſt powgrful Argument to us, 
to thint well of and heartily value and eſteem then, 
end ta do all, that is in our power, nn 
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. promoti the ſafery and well bei e FOR 
To become Dutiful, Uſeful and Loyal $ fects to 
the one: Obedient, Fious and E xemplary Chilkren ; 
to the other. This, This is the moſt acceptable 
way of 7 ing our thanks to God, for his paſt fa- 
vours: This the moſt certain way to obtain con- 
tnuance of them, for the future. 

And to this we have nothing to add, but our 
earneſt Prayers to God (which, when jeyn d with 
this, can hardly fail of being Fectual; and which 
we have the greateſt encouragement, from the con- 
ſideration of God's paſ# favours, to offer, with ſome _ 
fort of Confidence, at the Throne of Grace) that he 
would ſtill continue to be our Delzverer and Mighty 
Protectour. And this I ſhall do, in the latter part 
of this Palm, with the Words of which I WA | 
conclude, | 


Let thaw all be GE nh turn d back, that 
hate Zion. Let them be as the graſs upon the 
houſe tops, which withereth a ore wy roweth up. 
Whereof the mower filleth is h 
nor he that bindeth 2 his boſom. Nei. 

ther do they, which go by, ſay, The bleſſing of 
ny Lord be upon you, we bleſs you in the name 
the Lord. Let them curſe, but bleſs thou, 

b 0 Lord: When they ariſe, let them be mm E, 
* let ny ſervants h evermore. | 
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